The Short Stories of Oscar Wilde
AN ANNOTATED EDITION

Oscar Wilde
edited by Nicholas Frankel

An innovative new edition of nine classic short stories
from one of the greatest writers of the Victorian era.

“I cannot think other than in stories,” Oscar Wilde once
confessed to his friend André Gide. In this new selection
of his short fiction, Wilde’s gifts as a storyteller are on
full display, accompanied by informative facing-page
annotations from Wilde biographer and scholar Nicholas
Frankel. A wide-ranging introduction brings readers into
the world from which the author drew inspiration.

Each story in the collection brims with Wilde’s trademark
wit, style, and sharp social criticism. Many are reputed to
have been written for children, although Wilde insisted this
was not true and that his stories would appeal to all “those
who have kept the childlike faculties of wonder and joy.”
“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime” stands alongside Wilde’s comic
masterpiece The Importance of Being Earnest, while other
stories—including “The Happy Prince,” the tale of a young
ruler who had never known sorrow, and “The Nightingale
and the Rose,” the story of a nightingale who sacrifices
herselffor true love—embrace the theme of tragic, forbidden
love and are driven by an undercurrent of seriousness, even
despair, at the repressive social and sexual values of Wilde’s
day. Like his later writings, Wilde’s stories are a sweeping
indictment of the society that would imprison him for his
homosexuality in 1895, five years before his death at the age
of forty-six.

Published here in the form in which Victorian readers first
encountered them, Wilde’s short stories contain much
that appeals to modern readers of vastly different ages and
temperaments. They are the perfect distillation of one of
the Victorian era’s most remarkable writers.

NICHOLAS FRANKEL is Professor of English at Virginia
Commonwealth University. Among his many books about
Oscar Wilde are Oscar Wilde: The Unrepentant Years, The
Annotated Prison Writings of Oscar Wilde, and The Picture of
Dorian Gray: An Annotated Uncensored Edition.
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A HISTORY OF THE DELIBERATE DESTRUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE

Richard Ovenden

The director of the famed Bodleian Libraries at Oxford
narrates the global history of the willful destruction—and
surprising survival—of recorded knowledge over the past
three millennia.

RICHARD OVENDEN is Director of the Bodleian Libraries at the
University of Oxford and a Fellow of Balliol College.
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A major historian tells the dramatic and untold story of the
shadowy networks of revolutionaries across Asia who laid

the foundations in the early twentieth century for the end of

European imperialism on the continent.

TIM HARPER is Professor of the History of Southeast Asia
and Director of the Centre for History and Economics at the
University of Cambridge.
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An award-winning author reconsiders the role of
historians in political debate.

PRIYA SATIA is the author of Spies in Arabia and Empire of
Guns. The Raymond A. Spruance Professor of International
History and Professor of British History at Stanford
University, she has written for the Financial Times,
The Nation, Time, the Washington Post, and other outlets.
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Ebooks
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Visit our website for details.

More Information: hup.harvard.edu
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Read the HUP blog | harvardpress.typepad.com
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